Mr. Balke

October 14th, 2004

The Word Eater

By Mary Amato

Fantasy


The main character in the story The Word Eater is Lerner Chanse.  Lerner is a learner, because she is always trying to learn more in this story, and sometimes she takes big chances to find out more about a fantastic discovery she made.  Lerner is in the sixth grade, and she has just moved to Washington D.C. from Wisconsin and feels like she has no friends.  In fact, her neighbor, Bobby Nitz, calls her names and the popular kids in the MPOOE Club are mean to her too.  Lerner has a very creative imagination, because she often daydreams about heroic adventures.  She is a problem solver because she thinks about solutions and potential problems before she takes action.  In the story she has many important decisions to make.  I like Lerner because she doesn’t always fit in with everyone, but if you give her a chance she can be a really good friend. 


The main problem in The Word Eater is that Lerner wants to have friends, and she has made an incredible discovery of a magical power.  She has to decide how to use the secret power to solve her problems in her new school.   When a bird accidentally drops off a baby worm on the windowsill near her classroom desk, Lerner’s life becomes drastically changed.  Some of the strangest things begin to happen in school and all over the world.


I enjoyed The Word Eater so much that I read it twice!  Besides having a fantastic worm in the story, it also is full of humor.  I really laughed when Mr. Droan’s suit (Lerner’s teacher) became a victim of the worm’s power while he was in the library.  It seemed like everyone was there and had a big laugh.  Lerner always seemed to have it tough with the MPOOE club picking on her, so I kept on hoping things would get better for Lerner.   I suggest that if you like fantasy and stories that tell about kids in school, that you please pick up this book and read it.  Beware of the Word Eater! 

